
Spring  2018  

PGHS Update 

@PortGlasgowHS          01475 715 200  

www.portglasgow.inverclyde.sch.uk           www.facebook.com/PortGlasgowHS   

Film Launched to Share 

our CLEAR Values! 

2018 Exams ðPGHS 
Gearing Up for Success 

 
S4-6 pupils have been working 
hard to prepare for their 
upcoming exams.   
 
We have had an extensive and 
well-attended Supported Study 
programme, along with a trial 
Saturday School focussed on 
Maths/Science subjects.  This 
has been extremely popular with 
over 70 pupils making use of 
this. 
 
All pupils have been given 
access to their own set of Study 
Cards and additional study 
resources.  If you feel they need 
any more help please do not 
hesitate to contact their Principal 
Teacher of Guidance. 
 

You may be interested in the 
following web addresses for 
further support/information: 
 

¶ Parentzone Scotland 
 
education.gov.scot/parentzone 
 
 
¶ SQA Parent/Carer Info 

 
 www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/41292.html 
 

Last session we voted as a school 
community to add EQUITY to our 
shared values and our values 
have therefore become CLEAR! 

 

Confidence, Learning, Equity 

Ambition & Respect 

 

Our pupils worked with our friends 
at Gryffe Studios to create a 
superb film to summarise and 
show those values in action here 
at PGHS. 

 

We aim to promote confidence by 
building a positive, friendly and 
supportive atmosphere with 
opportunities for every pupil to be 
praised.  We prioritise learningð
ensuring high quality learning is at 
the forefront of all we do.  We 
believe every young person can 
succeed in different ways and we 
are committed to equityðensuring 
pupils receive the help they need.  
We aim to ensure every staff 
member and pupil wants to 
achieve the best they can through 
their ambition.  Our learners and 
staff show respect to each other 
by valuing everyoneôs contribution.  
Our CLEAR values are summed 
up by our new motto: 

Success for All! 

 
 

 

Looking to the Future! 

National Careers Week 2018 
 

PGHS pupils had the opportunity to focus 

on the future during a series of useful 

workshops, presentations ands visiting 

speaks for National Careers Week 2018. in 

March.  Thank you to our guests and to 

Miss Harper for organising the activities. 

 

 View the film at our Facebook Page! 

 Pupils attending Maths Saturday School 



Positive Parent Feedback 
ñThank you for your support and ideas for              
improvementò, says Head Teacher Mr Clark 

I was very keen to read over the returns from our parental satis-
faction survey recently.  It was heartening to read not only how 
satisfied parents and carers are with the quality of education be-
ing delivered, but also the pride of our community in our school.  
There were also suggestions for improvement which will help inform our next steps. 

Summary of key results: 

ñMy child likes being at school.ò - 90% Agree/Strongly Agree 

ñStaff treat my child fairly and with respectò - 89% Agree/Strongly Agree 

ñI feel my child is safe at school.ò - 87% Strongly Agree/Agree 

ñThe school helps my child to feel confidentò - 84% Strongly Agree/Agree 

ñMy child finds their learning activities hard enoughò - 87% Strongly Agree/Agree 

ñI receive useful information on my child's progressò - 84% Strongly Agree/Agree 

ñThe school organises family learning activitiesò - 79% Strongly Agree/Agree 

ñI am comfortable approaching the school with a problem/suggestionò-89% Strongly 
Agree/Agree 

ñOverall, I am satisfied with the schoolò - 92% Agree/Strongly Agree 

Equity Confidence 

Learning Ambition 

Respect 

 Family Learning at PGHS 
  Our Doors Are OpenðLetôs Learn Together! 
 

 Learning should be for all!  As a learning community we are keen  

 to ensure opportunities for families to learn together.  We have  

organised Family Learning sessions on: 

   Christmas Cooking 

      Keep Your Child Safe Online 

   Cycle Maintenance 

    Help Your Child to Pass (Senior Pupils) 

   Help Your Child with Homework (Junior Pupils) 

 

 If you have any ideas for further family learning activities,  

           please get in touch! 
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Our very own Port High Scottish Poetry Slam Champions got 
the royal seal of approval when they met and performed for 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.   The talented teenagers 
were asked to perform as a result of winning the Scottish-wide 
poetry slam competition with their award-winning poem óYoung 
Life Crisisô at an exclusive reception held at the Palace of Holy-
roodhouse in Edinburgh.  
 
Pupil Layla Milne, who wrote the poem, says it was an incredi-
ble experience. She said: ñIt was so unbelievable.   ñI thought 
we would be performing on a big stage and the royal couple 
would be up on a balcony. But it was in this really small room 
with not a lot of people so we were standing right in front of 
them. Then we had a one-to-one chat with Meghan and Prince 
Harry.  
 
Acting Depute Head Teacher, 
Mrs Barclay, was full of praise 
for the pupils for representing 
our school values so well, 
showing such confidence and 
developing and learning 
through the whole process.   

Equity Confidence 

Learning Ambition 

Respect 

Port High ð a hit at the Palace! 
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House CharitiesðRaising Funds for Good Causes 

Our House Captains have taken a lead in organising 
activities to raise funds for the charities selected by the 
pupils in each House.  Pupils have shown generosity and a 
real sense of fun in taking these causes forward and we 
look forward to our new House Captains building on this 
next session. 
 
Kingston House have been raising funds for Alzheimers 
Scotland, and raised XXXXX Ã200 raffling a giant Easter 
Egg which was kindly donated by the New Chocolate 
Company in Port Glasgow.  Ferguson House raised XXXXX 
for Cancer 
Research by 

holding a sponge the teacher event.  As well as 
raising funds for a good cause, the pupils 
enthusiastically supported this event! 
 
Glen House are raising funds for Dogs Trust, 
have organised a pizza sale and will be helping 
organise the Leaversô Day events this year to 
contribute towards the total 
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Equity Confidence 

Learning Ambition 

Respect 

Lively Library at PGHS! 

 
 

 

 

 

Showcasing Musical Excellence!  
Our Music Department is a real strength of our school and yet again, our musical performers 
excelled even their own very high standards with an outstanding display of talent at our Music 
Showcase event in March.  Well done to our fantastic musicians.  It was a great night and we 
would thoroughly encourage all parent/carers to come along next year and enjoy a superb 
evening of musical entertainment. 

We are very lucky to have one of the best School Library facilities in the country.  Our Library 
Resource Centre has a full-time Librarian, Ms Joykin, who also organises a number of additional 
activities to benefit our learners. 
 
Makerspace 
Following a successful bid to the School Library Improvement Fund, the Library has launched a 
Makerspace.  Starting in March, the first week saw students trying out some motorised K'Nex, 
followed by an introduction to Makey Makey kits.  Over the next weeks we will introduce Arduino 
UNO and Robotics Smart Machines.  The Makerspace is open to all students at lunch time 
(Wednesdays and Fridays) and after school (Mondays and Thursdays).  
 
Author Visits 
The school has had some great author visits over the past months.  Both Cathy MacPhail and 
Paul Murdoch inspired students with stories of where they get their ideas from and shared tips 
on how to use their imagination to create stories.  Students and staff were very impressed with 
the use of Augmented Reality in David Goutcher's SpyQuest books and were captivated by how 
he used his experience in the espionage industry for his stories.  For Book Week Scotland, a 
reading lunch was held in the library where teachers shared their love of reading by reading out 
parts from their favourite book to students and staff. 


